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YOU _ HAVE A JOB TO DO FOR CIVIL LIBERTIES! 





What, write letters? Sure; believe it or not, State legislators are 
interested in opinions of the voters = and the more letters they get, the 
more impressed they'll be. 


This special Legislative Bulletin gives NYCLU's views on selected 
bills of concern to civil libertarians. Additional items, State and Fed- 
eral, will be noted in the regular March issue of Civil Liberties in New 

York. A second Bulletin may be issued after the Leg- 
islature adjourns (usually at the end of March - leav- 
ing 30 days in which the Governor must act on bills 
passed), indicating bills submitted to the Governor 
and our position, so that you can write directly to 
him urging his signature or veto, as the case may be. 








We urge you to make your voice heard in Albanye 
In Nassau and Westchester, NYCLU committees are in 
formation to contact members in each county and en- 
courage them to follow up on this Bulletin. 





Our warm thanks to Robert Schlesinger, who con- 
tributed his artistic talent to illustrate our Bul- 
letin. And our gratitude to the other members who 
responded to our request for artists. We will be in 

touch with you later for future assistance. 


WHEN YOU WRITE ..- Write to the chairmen of the committees listed, which 


# are considering the bills, and to your own State Assemblyman and Senator. 
| Address legislators: Honorable » Senate (or Assembly) Ghambers, 
State Capitol, Albany 1, New York. 








MEANWHILE, BACK IN WASHINGTON 2 o e 
they're considering oivil rights legislation. Write your Congressman 
today and urge him to support and fight for a strong civil rights bill, 
noluding amendments to; 
% authorize the Attorney General to file injunctive suits in cases 
where persons are denied equal protection of the law; 
#% authorize Federal technical and financial aid to states and commu- 
nities whose schools are still segregated, to help desegregation; 
#* provide some method, such as appointment of temporary Federal reg- 
istrars or judicial referees, to assure the right to vote. 


























CONCERNING GRAND JURY REPORTS 





SeI. 162) = Senate Committee on Codes, Chairman, John Hughes. 
Ael.e 354 = Assembly Committee on Codes, Chairman, Julius J. Volker. 


Aele 354 was introduced by Assembly Bentley Kassal at NYCLU's request, 
as noted in January Civil Liberties in New York (original bill has since 
been amended twice; NYCLU's Legislative Committee will study final draft 
when available and make its recommendations to the Legislature). Meanwhile, 
we support Senate bill and substance of AeIl. 3543 To prohibit grand juries 
from making public reports which criticize individuals, policies and prac= 
tices, but do not charge anyone with having 
violated the law (except in cases relating to 
conduct of public officials and employees.) 








NYCLU's position: The grand jury is 
cloaked with judicial authority. When a man 
is indicted for having committed a crime, he 
has immediste constitutional and statutory 
procedures to protect him. When a grand jury 
issues a report attacking and condemning indi- 
viduels = without indicting them for any orime - 
such a report usually receives wide press cov- 
erage; even when persons are not named specif- 
ically, they often are identifiable ... or per=- 
sons in the same line of work may be condemned 
in the public mind, by inference. There is no 
















charge to answer, no forum in which to present 
a defense, no way to know the source of accusa= 
tion so as to discredit its credibility. Thus 
this practice presents serious civil liberties 
violations: protections of due process and the 
right to face and cross-examine one's accuserSe, 
WE STRONGLY FAVOR THIS LEGISLATION, 





NEW YORK CITY BILLS ON TEEN@AGE GANG ACTIVITIES 





Sole 207, 208, 210; Senate Committee on Codes (see above 
Aele 142, 182, 181; Assembly Comm. on Codes (see above) 


These bills would, respectively, create pre- 
sumption of unlawful assembly when two persons in a 
crowd have weapons; make possession of a weapon by 
anyone in unlawful assembly presumptive possession 
by all; make a discarded weapon near a group presump- 
tive evidence of possession by alle 





NYCLU's position: This legislation would encour- 
age wholesale arrests and round-up types of arrests, 
which we have long opposed as violating individual 
libertiese We do not believe the state can or should 
subjugate individual rights of persons assembled to 
ease problems of New York City law enforcement agen= 
cies in making valid arrests when large groups are 
involved. 














(continued on page 3) 
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Individually, the bills are so broad as to be unconstitutionally 
vague, and together present a tight web of circumstances which, if carried 
to an extreme, would mke it criminal for 3 or more persons to talk to-= 
gether on a street corner if there were a discarded razor blade in the 
guttor eee The presumption of guilt clearly throws upon the defendant the 
burden of proving his innocence, thereby destroying the protection against 
self-incrimination eee WE VIGOROUSLY OPPOSE THE BILLS. 














BILLS ON LICENSING, CENSORING OF MOTION PICTURES 





Sele 1415, 1859, 413 = Senate Committee on Education, Earl Brydges, Chmn,. 
hele 735, 1461 = Assembly Committee on Public Education, William Brady, Chmn. 


Sele 1415, Aele 735 would re-enact part of the Education Law providing 
that movies may be banned if found indecent, immoral or would tend to in- 
cite to crimee Each of these provisions has 
been held unconstitutional. It would also 
enable the censors to classify films lic= 
ensed by the Regents, to be unsuitable for 
children subject to the compulsory education 
law, if they portray nudity, horror, bru=- 
tality, violence, drug addiction, etc. 





SeI. 1859, Aele 1461 would authorize the 
Regents to classify certain films as re= 
stricted to adults over 18, with violation 
punishable by a $25 fine. SI. 413 would 
authorize the Regents to classify licensed 
films.as suitable for (a) general patron- 
age;.(b) adults and adolescents, and (c) 








Mi 


films to include such classifications. 
The classification of films would in ef- 
fect be merely the opinion of the licensor. There is no provision for 
limiting the audience in the theatre to the groups specified. 
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NYCLU's positions We urge defeat of these bills because of unconstitution=- 
ality and vagueness. They would abridge the constitutional rights of free 
speech and free presse The citizens have reserved for themselves in both 
the Federal and State Constitutions the right to choose what they shall ses 
and hear. These rights have not been surrendered to state appointed cen- 
80rSe 











TO BAR DISCRIMINATION IN HOUSING: Sole 3668, Senate Finance Committee, 
Austin Erwin, Chairman. 














AeIe 46h, Assembly Ways & Means Comn., 
William MacKenzie, Chairman. 


This is Governor Rockefeller's bill, 
forbidding racial and religious discrimi- 
nation in rental, sale or financing of 
dwelling units in buildings with three 
Or more apartments or ~~ a development with 10 or more housing units as 
well as in the sale or lease of commercial space; it covers bankers, brok= 
ers, builders, landlords and agents. 























“NYCLU's positions Although we prefer the Metcalf-Baker bill, which 
covers all private housing except owner-occupied one= and two-family dwell- - 
ings, we would favor these bills as a step in the right direction. 
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REPORTER'S PRIVILEGE: SeI.e 1899, Senate Committee on Codes (see pe. 2). 
Aele 935, Assembly Committee on Codes (see pe 2). 





WE OPPOSE THESE BILLS to grant an unqualified privilege to owners, editors, 
reporters, etce, not to disclose the source of information given confident= 
dally oee because they would disregard the public interest in the due ad- 
ministration of justice. While there may be areas where the public inte- 
rest in gathering and dissemination of information of publics concern might 
possibly outweigh importance of full disclosure of sources when required 

in administration of justice, this bill makes no such distinction. 





RECOGNIZING SOUTHERN DEGREES: S.I. 160, Senate Comm. on Education (p. 3). 
Al. 104, 1636, Assembly Judiciary Comm., 
Robert Walmsley, Chairman. 





This bill would deny recognition to degrees, diplomas or certificates iss- 
ued by certain educational institutions engaging in discriminatory prac- 
ticese Persons who graduate from recognized Southern colleges would thus 
be held responsible for official actions and laws of state governments 
under which the institutions operate. It's a bad bill and WE OPPOSE IT} 





BROADENING SCAD'S POWERS: S.Ie oy Senate Committee on Finance (see p. 3). 
Kel. 877, Assembly Ways & Means Committee (pe. 3). 





WE SUPPORT THIS BILL to authorize the State Commission Against Discrimina= 
_ tion to initlate regulatory action, investigations and studies and file 
complaints upon its own motions. 





BARRING COLOR ON MARRIAGE LICENSES: SeIe 236, Senate Codes Cormittee (p. 2)4 
Aole 33, Assembly Judiciary Comn. (above 





This would prohibit town and city clerks from requiring designations of 
color on marriage license applications. We maintain this is unnecessary 
and, if asked only for identification purposes, is definitely discrimina- 
tory. WE SUPPORT THE BILL. 


LOYALTY OATHS FOR PUBLIC HOUSING: A.I. 536, Assembly Judiciary Comm. (above}] 





A perennial = to bar persons who are knowingly members of subversive organs) 
izations from housing projects receiving tax exemptions or subsidy. The 
U.S. Supreme Court has held that such legislation infringes on First Amend- 
ment rights o.. and the U.S. Justice Department, after losing 2 test cases 
ceased in 1956 to enforce loyalty oaths for residents in publicly supported 
housings WE CONTINUE TO OPPOSE THIS BILL FOR THESE REASONS. (A similar 
bill re eligibility for relief has already been killed) 
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